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Today's Headlines:

Leading Story
e Caribbean: Category 5 Hurricane Melissa To Unleash Life-Threatening Catastrophe
In Jamaica

Physical Security
e United States: Man Arrested After Grady County Hospital Bomb Threat

Fraud and Criminal Threats
e United States: Alton Home Health Worker Charged In Medicaid Fraud, Theft Case

Health and Environmental Threats
e United States: Bird Flu's Comeback Raises Fears About Readiness

Protests and Disruption
¢ United States: Thousands Of Kaiser Permanente Workers Led Five-Day Strike
Across California



Critical Infrastructure Threats

e Nothing Significant To Report.

Upcoming Health-ISAC Events
e Physical Security Working Group — November 18, 2025, 1:00-2:00 PM ET
e Global Monthly Threat Brief
e Americas — October 28, 2025, 12:00-1:00 PM ET TODAY
e European — October 29, 2025, 3:00-4:00 PM CET
e Fall Americas Summit — Carlsbad, California — December 1-5, 2025

Additional Information

Leading Story

Caribbean: Category 5 Hurricane Melissa To Unleash Life-Threatening Catastrophe In

Jamaica

Summary

Hurricane Melissa has reached Category 5 and is expected to bring catastrophic
damage and potentially loss of life to Jamaica today. The severe weather will likely
cause flooding, mudslides, and high winds. The path of the storm is aimed north, and
Melissa will likely continue on into Cuba after Jamaica.

Analysis & Action

The Category 5 storm sitting on top of the island of Jamaica will cause a severe need for
humanitarian aid. The size of the island compared to size of the storm means there will
be nowhere to escape, and many will be caught in unsafe areas during the storm. Aid
organizations should be preparing to send support as soon as the storm has passed a
safe distance, and anticipate supply needs for other areas that need support after the
storm has passed through such as Cuba and Dominican Republic. Facilities that are
likely to be impacted should make preparations now.

Physical Security

United States: Man Arrested After Grady County Hospital Bomb Threat

Summary

On October 19, 2025, a man was arrested after making a bomb threat to Grady


https://www.accuweather.com/en/hurricane/category-5-hurricane-melissa-to-unleash-life-threatening-catastrophe-in-jamaica/1829401
https://www.accuweather.com/en/hurricane/category-5-hurricane-melissa-to-unleash-life-threatening-catastrophe-in-jamaica/1829401
https://www.kswo.com/2025/10/21/man-threatens-bomb-hospital-after-being-denied-medication/

Memorial Hospital. Authorities investigated the threats and found them to be credible.
Cody Simmons was identified as the suspect and was charged with making a telephone
bomb threat and a misdemeanor count of threatening electronic communication.
Simmons reportedly made the threats after demanding more medication but was told to

come to the emergency room.

Analysis & Action

Facilities are recommended to take all threats seriously and report to the proper
authorities so that the claim can be thoroughly investigated. Employees should be
educated on the procedures to follow in the event of an incident, ensuring that

operations can continue smoothly.

Fraud and Criminal Threats

United States: Alton Home Health Worker Charged In Medicaid Fraud, Theft Case

Summary

A 37-year-old Alton, lllinois woman, employed by the lllinois Department of Human
Services has recently been charged after being found committing health sector fraud.
Investigations detailed that between July 21, 2022 and May 21, 2024, the woman would
defraud either federally funded or mandated health plans, associated with the delivery
of payments for health services. The woman would then bill false claims to the state's
Medicaid program through false time sheets, receiving between $10,000 and $100,000.

Analysis & Action

Another case of fraud within the health sector is underscored by the actions of a home
health worker in lllinois. Instances of fraud such as these have become a frequent issue
throughout the health sector, resulting in higher premiums for patients, and an erosion of
trust for facilities amongst other consequences. Facilities in the region should look to
bolster screening processes alongside regularly revisiting audits, ensuring only ethical
practices are being followed.

Health and Environmental Threats

United States: Bird Flu's Comeback Raises Fears About Readiness

Summary


https://www.thetelegraph.com/news/article/alton-medicaid-fraud-charges-illinois-dhs-21118158.php
https://www.axios.com/2025/10/27/bird-flu-preparedness-fears

Avian flu cases are rising as migratory birds begin their travel, increasing concerns in
the United States about outbreaks and spread. The spread of avian flu has significant
impacts to commercial poultry, decreasing populations and increasing cost of meat and
eggs, but the primary concern remains the potential for mutation and spread into other
species, especially humans. The virus has made impacts to multiple mammalian

species, however, there has still not been a case of human-to-human transfer.
Analysis & Action

Facilities should ensure they are monitoring for avian flu symptoms in humans,
particularly in regions tied to farming industry. Awareness campaigns can help to
mitigate and inform farmers who have a higher likelihood of infection to the symptoms

and improve reporting.

Protests & Disruption Events

United States: Thousands Of Kaiser Permanente Workers Led Five-Day Strike Across

California

Summary

Thousands of Kaiser Permanente healthcare workers in California led a five-day strike
to protest understaffing and wage increases on October 14. The demonstrations
gathered nurses, technicians, pharmacists, and other unionized medical professionals
across the state. Throughout the strike, clinics and hospitals remained operational with
temporary staff and contingency plans. The latest proposal by Keiser includes a 21.5%
increase in wages over the next four years and improved benefits for all employees.

Analysis & Action

The recent demonstrations by healthcare professionals across California underscore a
nationwide concern over staffing ratios and salaries. Staff and the hospital
administration have been negotiating contract terms since agreements ended in
September, and are expected to continue this week. Facilities should consider
addressing staff concerns as early as possible to avoid widespread discontent and
potential disruptions.

Critical Infrastructure Threats



https://calcoasttimes.com/2025/10/27/thousands-of-kaiser-permanente-workers-begin-five-day-strike-across-california/
https://calcoasttimes.com/2025/10/27/thousands-of-kaiser-permanente-workers-begin-five-day-strike-across-california/

Nothing Significant To Report.
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